Free will vs. Determinism – Part II

Think about the difference between free will and determinism

Religious View

Is divine determinism a possibility?

Since God is omniscient (all-knowing) and omnipotent (all-powerful), He is able to control everything that occurs and to know beforehand everything that takes place

If there were any event, whether a human thought or a bear pooping in the woods, that God did not know in advance, then there would be a limitation on divine power

Since this is contradictory, He must have known every choice that we would ever make in the course of human history

THEREFORE, everything that anyone does is predestined and predetermined by God’s prior knowledge and prior decisions

We may think that we are choosing freely, but our choices in fact have been determined in advance, so that we cannot actually make an original decision


Opinions?  Problems with this theory?

Metaphysical View


“Every event must have a cause”
Does this statement make sense?

Which came first, the egg or the chicken?

Arguments for free will


Libertarians claim that everybody is aware of his/her own freedom

Even if someone can predict the choices I am going to make, when I make them, I feel that I am free


William James “The Dilemma of Determinism”



1st problem: Remorse

Over and over again people express the view that they regret that they did, or believed, certain things, and they wish that they had done or believed otherwise

THEREFORE, remorse proves that we have free will, otherwise we would care



2nd problem: Responsibility to other people

We do not punish determined physical objects like stones and cars for the things they do, because we do not think they are responsible free agents

If we punish people because we are determined by all sorts of factors to behave in this way, then punishment loses all moral significance and becomes only an indication of the influencing factors that determine the punishment
