Free will vs. Determinism

Have you ever felt like the things you do are not really up to you?
Do you feel like you are the “captain of your own fate?”
Influences come from 2 main sources:


Biological makeup (genetics)

If you are born with broad shoulders and a natural talent for football, does this mean that you will be a football player in high school?


Environment (culture, friends, family, religion)

Imagine Carlos is at his high school and joins a gang.  He begins drinking and doing drugs on a regular basis.  He is even in jeopardy of getting expelled from school because of his lack of effort and troublesome ways.  Carlos moves with his mom to another state.  He hates it at first, but begins to accept it.  He meets a girl and she plans to attend a good college.  Carlos is now looking into colleges of his own.  Does a person’s environment play a role in a person’s decisions?

C.A. Campbell

Argued that humans make free choices, especially when we make moral choices

When we just do whatever our desires tell us to do, we’re letting our genetics and our environment determine us, but a moral choice is a choice that sometimes goes against your strongest desire

For example, when we treat someone nicely even though we are in a bad mood

This view is called libertarianism, since humans are at liberty to make free choices

Percy Brand Blanshard

All our actions are determined by a combination of our genetics and environment, but when you make a moral choice, you may feel like you’re resisting your strongest desires


But really you’re just obeying your moral decision from various influences



For example: church, school, friends, family, etc.

Our moral duty stems from our obligation to follow certain norms based on genetics and environment
Potential Problems

What if someone is brainwashed?  Conditioned in some way?  



Is there a such thing as an involuntary action?
Determinism

The theory that everything that happens in our life is a result of something that happened earlier in our life (short-term and/or long-term)

Consider this analogy: what happens when you drop a rock in still water?

It causes a ripple effect, everything stemming from that initial dropping of the rock

A decision or event that happened when you were a child determined where you are right this very second
Most of the time we focus on the big things…divorces, new schools, death…but even the little decisions/events are important


Rene Descartes

Believes we are subject to certain natural laws that supports determinism

For instance, planets move according to laws and time follows certain laws of nature

Humans are the same according to Descartes…we move according to certain natural laws – makes us more like machines than human beings

Think of a major happening in your life…good or bad.

Do you think your life would be different if that didn’t happen to you?  Significantly?
Criticism of Determinism

This takes away man’s free will, which means we are not completely in charge of our actions



What’s the point, then?



Can we claim responsibility for any of our actions?  Good or bad?

Can a serial killer accused of 88 murders say, “Sorry…it was in my genetics to be a killer?”

Can that same serial killer claim that getting dumped by his first girlfriend caused him to become a serial killer long before he even thought about killing?

Were you born “you” on purpose?

Could you have been anyone else?  In a different time period?  In a different part of the world?


Is it just luck that some are born beautiful?  Powerful?  Intelligent?  

Listen to DMB - “Dancing Nancies”
