Alice in Wonderland - Day 1

Perceiving – to become aware of through the senses (touch, sight, hearing, smelling, tasting)

Perception – the mental image of what you’re perceiving  

What are some of the situations that might cause someone to wonder if what they are seeing is really what’s going on in reality?

Questions:

1. What makes up a person’s “reality”?

2. Is reality just my own collection of sights and ideas, or is there a world outside of me?

3. And if there is a world of my sights and a world outside of me, then how, if at all, can I get beyond these sights to know if they match up with reality?

Metaphysics


The study of reality (or beyond the physical world)

Metaphysical antirealism - thinks that there is no real world outside of one’s perceptions or ideas

All I can ever know are my own perceptions of things as they appear to me

My own perceptions make up all of reality

Metaphysical realist - believes that there is a world of things “out there” that really do exist and would continue to exist whether anyone was there to perceive them or not
Epistemology 


The study of human knowledge 

Epistemological idealism - thinks that one’s perception or ideas (hence, idealism) are the only source of knowledge

I can never tell if my perceptions go along with the external objects of my perception

So…the perceiver (you) is forever barred from access to the objects of perception.  This means that you never experience “reality”

Consider:


What Alice perceives to be the case is not always what really is the case

Most of us take for granted that there is a world of things existing outside of our minds, regardless of whether we are seeing them or not.  And in fact such things would continue to exist whether or not they were seen by us or anyone 

Take a look around you right now


What do you see, touch, hear, etc.

(3) Things 

1. The Perceiver: There is me, the perceiver who has the perceptions and ideas

2. The Perception: There are my perceptions of the desk, door, and Smartboard that take forms of the sensations of sight, sound, and feeling, as well as images and ideas

3. The Perceived: There are the external objects of my perception, the actual desk, door and Smartboard as they “exist” in reality

How do I get from #2 to #3 in a definite way?

Questions:

1. Can I really get beyond my own perceptions so as to have access to the desk, door and Smartboard themselves as they really are?

a. Maybe all that I perceive are my own perceptions…

2. Am I “locked inside” my own world of sense perceptions? 

a. If so, how do I even know that there is a world out there beyond my perceptions?

Solipsism 

The universe as far as one can tell is nothing but myself, my mind, and its ideas

If all you are aware of is your own perceptions, and you are forever barred from knowing whether your perceptions match up with any external objects of your perception, then it would appear that you are all alone in reality – other people and the physical world are only ideas within my mind
It’s like you are “locked inside” your own world of perceptions, never knowing whether there is even any world out there beyond the perceptions
If a caterpillar smoking a hookah falls off a mushroom in a forest and breaks his hookah, and no one is around to hear it, does it make a sound?


Sound requires a thing to make the noise and a thing to hear the noise

George Berkeley 

Seriously entertains the idea that we may be trapped inside our perceptual reality, with no access to the external world

“To be is to be perceived” - A physical thing exists only when it is perceived through the use of the senses
Reality only exists in so far as the perceiver perceives certain things


Once we take our focus off of something, it ceases to exist


Only what we perceive is reality at that particular time


So…how do events around the world continue to happen?
