Alice in Wonderland - Day 2

What is feminism?

· A movement or theory that supports the rights of women
Do women deserve the same respect and opportunities as a man?

Any instances where women are not treated equally?

Alice as the model feminist…

· Her journey through Wonderland has long been seen as a tale of identity, maturity, and adulthood

· Do you think adulthood is everything it will be cracked up to?

· Confidence and curiosity are Alice’s ideal feminist traits
· How important are these traits in our lives?
· Alice has a Pandora-like mentality or, as some would say reckless and wild streak – which is appreciated by the brazen spirit of today’s young women

· How much recklessness is too much?

· Alice rejects and frees herself from stereotypical female traits; she is not trapped by the confines of roles or requirements

· Do you think women still feel the pressure to conform to societal stereotypes?

· Notice Alice rejects the world her sister occupies; she questions the nurturing role of the mother; she stands up to the seemingly powerful females and males alike

· At what point does rebellion become too much?

· However…the powerful, freethinking woman to some may be the reckless and unruly woman to others

· Does our society ridicule strong women who are assertive and aggressive?

· Do “nice girls” make history?

· Alice’s message for today – in Wonderland and the world at large – is that young women can do anything they like – the sky is truly the limit

· Is this accurate in today’s world?

Anti-maternal instinct

· Alice views the pride and pitfalls of maternity with a great deal of detachment

· Think about today’s modern working woman – career driven…not mother driven 

· Notice the Duchess who serves as the stereotypical “white-trash” mother, one who screams at her child, fails to consider its well-being (in a smoke filled room with flying debris) and accompanies her sadistic song not with soothing rocks but severe shakes at every line

· Unlike many stereotypical women, Alice does not exhibit “cute baby syndrome,” seeing any infant as adorable, no matter how ugly, simply because it’s small

· Does this make a woman less womanly?

· For Alice, motherhood is not a requirement for worth
· Do you agree?
Mad Hatter’s World (in the book)
· His tea party presents an assertive female in a male-dominated world

· A direct threat/insult to her intellectual freedom forces her to leave

· Seems like a misogynist since he disrespects the methodical and contemplative Alice

Just another “dumb blonde”?

· The Duchess seems to want Alice to take the “dumb blonde” stance on life
· What does this entail?

· Is this frequently glamorized in our society?  If so, why?

· “You’re thinking about something, my dear, and that makes you forget to talk,” says the Duchess reinforcing the stereotype of the talkative woman and encouraging Alice to conform
· Alice doesn’t accept this as the “norm” – she appears to be in rebellion of the norms

· Is she is a model for the twenty-first-century woman?
Alice’s reality is where women author their own tales, work out their own problems, expect the extraordinary, and speak their minds…as they should.
