Pink Floyd – Dark Side of the Moon (Day 1)

What are some of the major themes that appear in Dark Side?

· Greed, Death, Madness, Monotony, the American Dream, Racism, War

· ALIENATION – becoming separate; apart from the whole, thus becoming unfriendly or unsympathetic to others

· It can be a harmful failure to make contact, a troublesome inability to achieve closeness, a frustrating breakdown in communication

· Workers can become alienated from their work if they must perform boring, uncreative tasks at the direction of others

· From nature: we spend more and more time in artificial environments (car, office, city streets, or locked in our own homes) How about iPods, televisions, or the Internet

Heartbeats

· Gilmour – “the heartbeat alludes to the human condition and sets the mood for the music, which describes the emotions experienced during a lifetime.”

· Explain how this makes sense.

Lyrics

· Waters - meant to be “political and philosophical” 

· The entire album was supposed to be a meditation on “the pressures and preoccupations that divert us from our potential for positive action…the pressure of earning a lot of money; the time thing, time flying by very fast; organized power structures like the church or politics; violence; aggression

· Did you get the feeling that this album was negative and pessimistic?

· Waters – “Life is not a rehearsal.  As far as we know, you only get one shot, and you’ve got to make choices based on whatever moral, philosophical, or political position you may adopt…You make choices during your life, and those choices are influenced by political considerations and by money and by the dark side of all our natures.  You get the chance to make the world a lighter or darker place in some small way.  We all get the opportunity to transcend our tendencies to be self-involved and mean and greedy.  We all make a small mark on the painting of life.”

Existentialists 

· Our “thrown” condition, that is, the fact that we find ourselves already immersed in a world full of economic, political, and cultural structures that we have not chosen

· The inescapability of our responsibility 

· The heaviness of this responsibility (“Man is condemned to be free.” – Sartre)

· “Breathe, breathe in the air / Don’t be afraid to care”

· Why should anyone need to be encouraged to care? 

· What are the pressures of life that might make a person afraid to care about life and its existential responsibilities? 

Working

· Work could be one way for people to pursue interests, to exercise and expand their unique talents, and to leave their mark on the world

· “Run, rabbit run. / Dig that hole, forget the sun, / And when at last the work is done / Don’t sit down it’s time to dig another one.”

· Is this what we are reduced to when we mature?

Time

· Young people, especially, have no clue about how precious and scarce time is

· They “fritter and waste the hours in an offhand way,” reasoning that they “are young and life is long and there is time to kill today.”

· “Thrown” condition of existentialists

· We simply find ourselves already right up to our necks in the midst of a world that we did not create

· Everyone, in that sense, has “missed the starting gun”

· Everyone, especially those that are “kicking around on a piece of ground in their home town” and “waiting for someone or something to show them the way” should take a deep breath and “choose their own ground”

· “Time” ends with the frightening line, “the time is gone, the song is over / Thought I’d something more to say”

· When we reach old age and recognize that we have little time left, will be disappointed at our overall small accomplishments

· Martin Heidegger 

· Argues that our refusal to face up to our own mortality - not just to acknowledge it in a vague, abstract, intellectual way, but rather to look it straight in the eye and feel it in one’s bones

· Do we do this in life?

· 2 problems

· relying on others to “show you the way”

· failing to recognize mortality - denial

· If I genuinely face the fact that I have but one short life to live, I will want to make sure that it is indeed MY LIFE that I live, and not that of the public at large.  I will not simply do as “one” does, or think as “they” do, but rather I will think for myself, and do what I think is best.

Money

· Literally - it celebrates the greedy life

· It says that the key to happiness is to accumulate a massive amount of money and then to use it to purchase expensive goodies - “new car, caviar, four-star daydream” “football team”

· Actually quite satirical - ridicules the simplistic notion that if you just “get a good job with good pay” you’ll be okay…Will money ultimately buy you happiness?
