Use Your Noodle – Day 28
Pink Floyd – Dark Side of the Moon (Day 2)
Roger Waters: Artist of the Absurd

· Consistently been described as holding “darkly cynical views of life and the human condition,” projecting a “grim misanthropy” and writing “rock’s most neurotic lyrics.”

· Is this why I am such a Pink Floyd fan?

Albert Camus

· The Stranger, The Fall, The Plague, The Myth of Sisyphus

· All focus on the absurd hero

· Definition: See handout
· “Creation is the great mime” says Camus

· Interpretations?

· Waters has drawn on the same themes involved in Camus’s understanding of existence, and has employed the same set of images such as the sun, the moon and darkness, stones and walls

· All present in DSOM

· The art Camus and Waters created does not soothe us, does not provide solace; instead it intensifies our distress by heightening the feelings.  Why distress?  Existence itself - and both authors see it this way - is absurd

· Waters drew upon his own experiences to explore the variety of frustrated attempts at unity with others, the failed effort to connect, to communicate genuinely

· Have you ever felt this way?  Like you are essentially ALONE in this world.

Plato’s Republic

· That desire to connect in a meaningful way, which is the basis of life itself for Waters and Camus, is frequently symbolized by them as the sun, Plato’s metaphor for goodness itself in The Republic

· Remember the allegory of the cave?

Back to Camus

· Sisyphus background

· When the corpse of Camus’s absurd hero, Sisyphus, lay unburied, Sisyphus got Pluto’s permission to return to Earth from Hades so that he could chastise his wife for leaving his body in the public square, which he asked her to do, rather than burying it.  But Sisyphus so enjoyed the Earth, especially the sun, that “he no longer wanted to go back to the infernal darkness.”  Pluto had to send one of the minor deities to retrieve him, and punished him with the eternal task of…well, you know…

· Looks a lot like Waters’s rabbit, forever running and digging holes 

· “When at last the work is done, don’t sit down it’s time to dig another one”

· In “Time,” we “run to catch up with the sun but it’s sinking” 

· Can’t quite reach the destination 

· In “Eclipse” is all about all those things that Plato’s prisoners in the cave could never even contemplate - what you do, people with whom you interact, all of it: “everything under the sun”

· The dualism of sun and darkness represent our existence - the desire, our striving, for unity; and its frustration, the gnawing absence of that unity

Georg Hegel

· Unhappy consciousness

· The anguish derived from the fact that the world does not fulfill our wishes

· Are your wishes satisfied?

Miguel de Unamuno

· Tragic Sense of Life

· There is no happy ending unless one can have some belief in the fiction of an afterlife, the happy synthesis that so many religions offer

· This fits since both Camus and Waters are both atheists 

Camus

· His “unhappy consciousness”, his understanding of the “universe…deprived of illusions where man feels himself a stranger.”

· Major theme in his novella “The Stranger”

· For Waters, darkness is not merely death itself, that ultimate disconnect, but the living death of insanity, which is born of frustration

· When we descend into madness, we can neither communicate with others nor with ourselves

· Is madness always interpreted the same way?

· At times Waters refers to this condition as lunacy, derived from the folk belief that the moon causes madness

· Familiar in gothic literature

· Werewolves, Vampires, etc. 

· Lyric include “crazy”, “mad”, being “on the run” and “insane”

· Can most people, at some point in their life, relate to these feelings?

· Camus also deploys the binary relation: “There is no sun without shadow, and it is essential to know the night.”

                                   amused to death
