Use Your Noodle 

Adjustment Bureau

· David Norris

· Genetic influences - examples?

· Environmental influences - examples?
· Politician 

· Trustworthy?

· Ethics - should we condemn him for a lapse of judgment in his bar fight?
· How compulsive are we as humans?

· Was his bar fight planned so he could succeed later?
· Other politicians - how far is too far when it comes to ethical decisions?

· “Your choices” 

· Appealing to young voters

· Do politicians’ words come true or reflect the popular vote/choices?

· Devious propaganda 

· Should they tell people what they want to hear for the vote?

· Bad-mouthing ads used to exploit the opposition
· “It’s what you do when you get back up” - lying 
· Underdog story

· Overcoming the odds to make something for themselves

· Is it freewill, chance, determinism, dumb luck?

· Practiced his speech multiple times

· Tries to inspire with words

· Wants to sound “authentic” - is it?
· Serendipity

· “the occurrence of events by chance in a beneficial way”

· Elise

· Did he meet her by chance or was it something stronger?
· Revealed later that her presence in the BR was on purpose

· Is there such a thing as “love at first sight?” - Did David experience this with Elise?

· “I woke up the day after elections and I thought about you”

· Give an exhilarating acceptance speech - because of Elise
· Research data

· Scuffed shoes, colors worn, yellow/silver tie, hairdo, etc.

· “Authentic”?
· The Bureau

· Coffee spill (“no later than 7:05”)

· Set things in motion - meant to look like an accident

· Spill, battery dead, flat tire, detour - accidents or someone intervening?

· Norris will continue to question forever - “question will burn in his brain forever”
· Ripple effect

· Everything needs to go according to plan
· Doesn’t it feel like life does this constantly (puzzle pieces)
· You have seen the “curtain that you didn’t know existed”

· Matrix-like mentality (“the world that has been pulled over your eyes”)
· Recalibration

· Overhaul of your brain’s activity

· Doesn’t change things “too much” - very small adjustment to get you back on track
· Doesn’t affect mood or personality
· Erase your brain

· Lobotomy-like procedure

· You will appear crazy to the people you know - asylum

· Could this be possible in our life?
· Ever wonder if the “crazy” people know the world as it truly is?
· Elise - “lost” her number

· Ripple effect - things back to normal

· Are things we can’t recall or control “just out of our reach”?

· Higher power, truth, every philosophical theory etc. 
· Frustration because we have NO way of truly knowing - leap of faith
· “Fewest ripples”

· Least amount of intervention - still keeping everything the way it NEEDS to be
· Even a few “adjustments” affect other peoples’ lives (enough man power?)

· “Diversion Tree” - that’s right, Mike!

· Think about each branch being another choice/planned event

· Where does the tree “start”?
· Richardson

· Doesn’t read minds - only weighs the options to predict

· Appears to read minds 

· They monitor the entire world to make sure everyone is ON TRACK

· Case officers = “we’ve been called angels before”

· This means they control the bad decisions you make, as well…how??

· Lack of emotions about their decisions (no guilt over their “subjects”)  

· Chairman = God?
· Do you think of a higher power to be so “corporate”?

· Is there any validity/plausibility to this process?

· Asks David to “move on with your life”

· What choice do we possibly have?

· We are forced to cope with what life deals to us
· “It doesn’t matter how you feel, David”
· David takes the bus every day for 3 years in hopes of seeing her again

· Was it chance that he saw her? - Seems like the Bureau can’t control chance (is their “power” limited?)
· Unexplained coincidences in life - serendipity 

· A kiss can change everything - a “real” kiss

· Their first kiss wasn’t enough to change the course meant to be
· Is a kiss enough to change the course of events in life?  
· Paranoia

· Once he see how things work, he becomes extremely paranoid

· Ever feel like someone is “watching” over you? Know anyone like this? 

· Once he sees her dance - he will be hopelessly in love

· Point of no return

· At what point do you think you “know”?

· Can you ever know for sure?

· They tell him that they are “not meant to be together”

· Does this notion of love actually exist?

· Is there a certain person in the world you are MEANT to be with?

· Earlier versions of the plan

· Things have happened (uncontrolled?) and evolved over time

· Sound realistic?
· In 2005, the plan changed so Elise would be with Adrian

· Why the sudden change?  Did “someone” get it wrong?  Change their mind?  If everything is written, how can this be?
· Thompson - “The Hammer”

· Crushes love or the source of discrepancy 

· Uses reason over emotion - knows the ways things need to be 
· Why doesn’t he question the way things are?
· Ex-boyfriend calls 4 times
· Attempt to break them up - needs to look/feel natural

· Norris knows better though
· Ever have something completely “out of the blue” happen that alters a decision you are going to make?

· David asks her about her past with Adrian

· “You ruined me.”
· Freewill

· “We tried it”

· Dark Ages, Renaissance, WWI, WWII

· Now you have “the appearance of freewill”

· Better for everyone?

· Humanity wasn’t mature enough to handle this type of responsibility for the “big things”

· Are we?

· We have a certain level of freewill over the small things

· Breakfast, colors to wear, etc.

· NOT THE BIG THINGS

· Things that influence and alter others’ lives

· Need to control impulses with reason - not emotions
· Plato’s Tripartite of the Soul (diagram)
· Norris’s future

· President (big decisions) - Elise - a world famous dancer

· Do you feel like there is a certain occupation you will have?

· Elise is “enough” for him - he will have no further aspirations

· Taxi cab/phones disabled

· “What about all of these peoples’ plans…aren’t you messing with theirs?”
· Elise

· Bad influence on Norris and his determined future

· She is good for him in small doses - bring out his inner loose cannon in him

· Ever have someone in your life that is not exactly “good” for you?

· David asks, “Is she happy?”
· Decisions

· Knowing everything that Norris knew, would you have still gone after Elise to pursue your “true love”?

· Would you jeopardize someone else’s hopes and dreams for your own selfish wants?

· Chairman

· Has a master plan - we only see part of it

· Sound feasible?

· Mentions that everyone has met the “Chairman” in different forms (Spinoza)
· Notice the office with the bookcases full of files…patients/people

· “Have you ever wondered if it is ALWAYS right?”  

· Ever wondered that very same question?
· Once they pass the threshold, there is no going back

· What is the threshold in our world/life?

· Improvisation 

· They are “not good at that” - since everything has a specific plan
· They see everything in black and white; there’s no grey area
· Square 1 reset - Could this be likened to death?
· Are they that scared that someone will figure this all out?

· What is the possible ripple effect if the world knew that free will didn’t exist?

· The End - “a serious deviation of the plan” - still an “appearance of free will?”
