Use Your Noodle 

i, Robot
· What would be some useful uses for a robot (like seen in the movie)?

· Dream (in the beginning of the movie and toward the end)
· Ever have the recurring dream that you can’t quite change, no matter how hard you try?

· What should we make of them?  A warning?  Nonsense?  Guilt?

· Sisyphus

· Monotonous movements when alarm goes off

· Working out, shower, etc.

· Look on Will Smith’s face as he does this?

· Mistreating robots

· Do they deserve respect?  Rights?  Compassion?

· Is it acceptable to give them the menial tasks that humans wouldn’t want to do?

· Would this make the world a better place?

· Role Model

· Is Spooner a proper role model for his “kid” friend?

· “Stop cussing and go home”

· How important is it to be a role model for kids?  Does it make that much of a difference?

· Was Socrates wrong for making the youth question traditionally held beliefs?

· “Robots are no good to anybody”

· Spooner’s opinion on robots

· What are some of the potential problems with robots in the future?

· Efficiency 
· Robots are clearly designed to be more efficient than humans

· Would you rather have a bridge built by a robot or a human?

· Law Enforcement 

· Still done by humans (for the most part) – human reason/emotion still needed

· Are humans the best ones for the job?

· Illegal activities

· “Lead by example” – the badge 

· Do cops do this?  Speeding

· Are robots capable of crime?

· Flashback – let a child die

· Super Hi-Tech cars

· Do you think we will ever get to that point?  Jetsons-style

· Automated cars

· Would computerized cars be safer than what we have now?

· Hologram

· Interaction with the dead

· Would you want to interact with a loved one via hologram?

· Creepy?

· Suicide

· Existentialism

· “Sh***** on the little guy”

· Is this true of our country?

· Political philosophy

· Recluse – little (no) human contact
· Kant, Descartes

· Does the robot count as “human” interaction?

· Building has a brain

· Should buildings be self-sufficient?

· VICKY – in charge of traffic patterns, lights, surveillance, etc.

· Anthropomorphism 

· Making an “animate” object have human-like traits (animals, gods, robots)

· Should the robots look and act so “human”?

· Sonny has all the facial expressions and mannerisms as humans

· Does this mask the fact it’s not human too much?

· Hansel and Gretel 

· Breadcrumbs used to find answers

· Laws
· A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm
· A robot must obey orders given it by human beings except where such orders would conflict with the first law

· A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection doesn’t conflict with the first or second law

· Any potential problems with these laws?

· “Imitation of freewill” 

· What if our freewill is just an imitation that makes us feel like we are in control?

· The robots don’t know any better, do we?

· Robots building robots

· Where does it end?

· No intimidation possible

· The robots see in black and white

· Good way of viewing life and situations?

· If a robot does something wrong, how do you punish it?

· Does it have the same rights as humans?

· “Good ol’ days” – people killing people

· Think about the threats we have today that weren’t present hundreds of years ago

· Wink

· Capable of human emotion

· Connection with another human

· Robots capable?

· Father/Designer

· God-like mentality

· Robot dreams

· Capable?  Does this make them more human than before?

· Dogs can dream

· Sonny

· Seems very human

· Where do we draw the line?

· Frankenstein allusion

· Determinism – meant to find it

· Assuming there is a plan, how do we figure it out?

· If I told you right now that each one of you has a plan and there is nothing you can do to change the course of actions in your life, what would be your reaction?

· Adjustment Bureau 

· “Ghosts in the machines”

· Things that happen in the computers that you can’t explain

· Messes around with the idea of the soul (can a robot have one?)

· Glitches in life?  Matrix.

· Robots – naturally evolving
· Is it possible?

· Surveillance System (Big Brother)

· Do you like the idea of the government always knowing where you are?

· Personal Vendetta against the robots (Spooner)

· Relationship with the robot possible?

· Kid dream – painful reminder of the apathy of the robots

· Where is the government?

· Who seems to be in charge?

· Sonny’s opinion “I would rather not die” 

· Free will and making choices

· Is this what makes us human?

· If you kill a robot, is it murder?

· Punishment?

· Robot capable of committing suicide?

· Replaced limbs (repaired and enhanced)

· Do you think something like this may be an option in the future?

· 12 year old Sarah – wanted to be a dentist

· Can a child know what they want to do that early in life?

· Logical (emotionless) choices
· 45% to 11% chance of living

· Good way to make decisions?  

· Alfred (disturbed/paranoid)
· Could you see people becoming disturbed and paranoid if robots were walking around?

· Utilitarianism 

· Will robots bring the greatest amount of happiness to the greatest number of people?

· Is it acceptable to euthanize a robot?

· A human?

· “Will it hurt?”

· Sonny’s question about the final moment of life

· What do you think?

· “Freewill, creativity, and a soul”

· Things that make humans human?

· Group together, not stand alone

· True of life?

· Live together, die alone

· Perception is knowledge, personality is the soul

· Dystopian society

· Robots as an army

· Pros and cons

· “You can’t be trusted to preserve your own lives”

“We need to save you from yourselves.”

“Logic undeniable”

“You keep finding ever more destructive ways to kill each other.”

· True statement?  Do you think we will be our own downfall?

· Sand and footsteps

· Made Sonny a Christ-like character

· Martyr, disciples, any other similarities?
