Antz

Kierkegaard’s “Dizziness of Freedom”

· Z’s “anxiety” about his place in the colony
· Ironic because he doesn’t have freedom/individuality
· Z has the choice to either continue working as he is told or not
· This ultimate freedom causes anxiety (and possibly despair)
· Is Z feeling despair about his situation?
Marxist Theory

· Focuses on a group’s social and historical circumstances
· Also moves from the political to the economic
· The way that our productive working is organized, the division of labor and who gets what job, and the goods that are made
· Heavy emphasis on the workers not being taken advantage of by the capitalists (America’s way of life)
· As a result, workers are “alienated”, cut off from what is rightfully theirs; they are separated from one another, from the products they produce, from control of their own lives
· Definitely holds true for the ants in the colony
“What about my needs?”

· Z’s needs are essentially provided for him by the colony
· What is the main problem with this?
· Are your needs provided for you by “society?”
· If so, which are…which aren’t?
“There’s got to be something out there better than this”

· “The grass is always better on the other side”

· The Giver…Anthem…any other novels?

· Is the risk worth the reward?

Assigned jobs at birth

· Do you think we should do something like this?

· Should our parents essentially make occupational decisions for us - based on our tendencies?

· Giver…Anthem

Authoritarian Government

· Absolute control - ruling with an iron fist

· No compromise

· Queen decides everything for the colony - chooses what is “best”

· Everyone is always in “check” - no one questions the order or their place in it

Sacrifice for the whole

· No individualism

· If it’s not good for the entire colony, don’t do it

· Must put the needs of everyone above your own

· Do you ever do something like this?

Few seconds for personal time

· In the colony, there is no “free time”

· Everything is for the greater good, so work doesn’t stop

· The only free time he has is when everybody stops and goes to the bar

· When do we REALLY have personal time of our own…free of responsibility?

“You all have your places”

· Everyone has their place in the colony

· No one can branch out or change their role

· Do we have our personalized role in the world?

Where is the power?

· Notice: the powerful envy the workers - the workers envy the powerful

· Ironic situation

Inspection

· Notice that the workers are constantly being “checked on”

· Big Brother-like situation

· Keeps everyone in check and prevents any gaps or rebellions

Drunk at the bar

· Talks about “Insectopia” - sounds like a mythical place

· Utopian sounding place where everything is presumed perfect

· Takes the drunk’s word for it that is does in fact exist
· Must take a LEAP OF FAITH to believe it’s actually there
· Is this supposed to represent Heaven?
· Ironically their utopia is a trash can

· What do you think they are saying about the prospect of Heaven?

Designated dance time

· Notice that they all do the exact same dance at the exact same time

· Only Z has the courage to try something different

· Shows his unique attributes

· He is separate from the whole - apartness 

· He is violently shoved when he tried something different - oppressor

“Built like a pebble”

· Talking about the enemies

· Puts in perspective how small they really are

· Similar to Horton Hears a Who - shows how small we are in comparison to the universe

Hierarchy of Power

· There is a clear cut hierarchy of power

· Royalty - Soldiers - Workers

· What is the hierarchy of power in the United States?

Ultimate Sacrifice

· You must live - fight - and die for the colony

· Would you be willing to do this for the United States?

Armed Forces

· Fighting for the safety of everyone…or to gain power over another region?

· How about the United States Armed Forces?

“Think for yourself”

· Barbaras says this to Z

· This is a foreign thought to everyone in the colony

· They always assume they lack a choice - brainwashing

Magnifying Glass

· Shows how weak and insignificant ants are to the more powerful

· Think metaphorically: Who is the magnifying glass and who are the ants?

“I’m out of your league”

· Notice how the ones with more power dominate the weaker

· Take advantage of them when it suits their own purposes

Workers in control

· Rebellion/revolution against the ones in charge

· Karl Marx’s communism was based on the workers/proletariat rising up and taking over the capitalist dictators

· Eliminating social classes - no hierarchy of power anymore

Raindrop

· When Z and Princess Bala enter into the raindrop together - very womb-like

· Splash - rebirth/fresh start/Renaissance

· Change of ideas/priorities

“Pawn of the Oppressor”

· Interesting chess metaphor

· All minions are essentially expendable in the game of life/power/control

Mandible 

· Very persuasive, strong speaker

· Promises change - very Hitler-like speech

· Ready to exterminate the entire colony for his “vision”

Worker/Soldier Appearance

· Notice the striking difference in appearance

· Workers are scrawny and weak

· Soldiers are built specimens

Aristocracy

· Superiority complex

· Feels like they have the right to treat the workers like dirt

Torture

· The powerful use excessive force to gain the information they want/need

· Without regard for the weak

· Should we be able to torture for the good of everybody?

Philosophers

· 3 stoned bugs passing a substance while pondering the questions of life

Is Z Christ?

· Z is a Renaissance man

· He is a prophet of sorts; a hero

· He carries the wood (cross) back from the woods

· He has disciples that believe in him and his words

· He is a martyr (willing to die for his beliefs)

