Formal Persuasive Essay

Third Marking Period

Major Assignment
Assignment:  You will write a fully processed persuasive essay on a self-selected topic.  Topics should be school appropriate; if you are in doubt, it most likely isn’t.  Many topic options were already provided for you.  A major objective of this assignment is for you to experiment and then successfully employ THREE persuasive techniques.

Requirements:

1. A clearly stated thesis that makes the topic and your position known.  Please place this sentence in italics. (Remember this is placed at the end of your intro)
2. Successful persuasive essays hook the reader in the opening and end with a punch.
3. Everyone will use persuasive technique #9 (evidence/statistics).  While real world persuasive writing incorporates research, remember that this is NOT a research paper.  Our goal is to include some form of research into one paragraph; the bulk of this paper is all you.  This will fulfill one of the three required persuasive techniques.
4. Please identify in the paragraph the other techniques you have used by identifying them in (parentheses).  Example: While bullying is a problem all over the country, the effect of a child standing up to a bully can quickly boost self-esteem and confidence. (P-3)
5. We will all write a paragraph transforming a negative into a positive in class; it will be required in your final draft (in the 3rd paragraph).

6. Remember that a paragraph consists of 6-7 sentences.  Focus on strong topic sentences.  Remember all the good things we have learned along the way.

7. Utilize at least (2) of our sentence patterns - please underline them when used
8. Give your essay a clever title.  “Persuasive Essay,” while accurate, is unacceptable for a title.  Your title should be 14-point font and bolded.

9. Mechanics and grammar rules will always apply.

10. Keep all drafts of your work, as they will be factored into the final grade.

11. MLA heading and double-spacing.

a. 12-point font, Times New Roman, double-space, Header and Page Number at top

