“I Go Along”

Study Guide

1. Make a list of all the INTERNAL conflicts that Gene experiences. 

2. What type of student is Gene?  Provide textual evidence from the story.

3. What type of teacher is Mrs. Tibbetts?  Provide textual evidence from the story.
4. On page 137, explain why Gene feels that the poem was “a little too personal”.  Provide textual evidence from the poem for support.
5. It’s not explicitly stated, but why did Gene show up for the poetry reading?  
6. What was Sharon Willis’s motivation for sitting, talking, and welcoming Gene on the bus and at the poetry reading?
7. How did the author shatter the expectations Gene was having about a stereotypical poet?  Provide textual evidence from the story.
8. What is the significance of the title in relation to the story?  

9. Brainstorm about Gene’s next day at school.  
Things to consider: 
· Free verse poetry 
· Jump school demands respect

· Believable school experience?  Students?  Teacher?

· Teachers are human, too

·  “I’m going to be clean out of impressions because my circuits are already starting to fail.”

· “They’re not even cheerleaders.  They’re a notch above that.”

· “I look out the window a lot.”

· “We’re surrounded mainly by college students.”

· !

· “He really jerks us around with his poems.”

· “That last one wasn’t a poem.”

· “You ought to be in this class.”

· “It’s dark, so I chance a glance at her.  Just the outline of her nose and her chin, maybe a little stubborn.”

· Analyze each poem

