“Lamb to the Slaughter” – Follow up

1. How does the author create suspense in the story?

2. Consider our discussion about the difference between tone and mood.  Apply each one to this short story.  (Use your handout if necessary)

a. Tone – 

b. Mood – 

3. Analyze the following quote and relate it to Mary: “Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned”. 

4. Analyze the following quotes from the story and determine their symbolic significance:

a. “The room was warm and clean, the curtains drawn…”

b. “He had now become absolutely motionless, and he kept his head down so that the light from the lamp beside him fell across the upper part of his face, leaving his chin and mouth in shadow.”

c. “She knew that there were other policemen in the garden all around the house.”

d. “One of them belched.”

5. Was Mary’s murder of her husband premeditated?  Explain.

6. Mary washes her hands after the murder of her husband.  What did this symbolically accomplish?

7. Identify the ONE sentence that clearly demonstrates irony.  Explain how this sentence is ironic in relation to the story.

8. What if the author decided to omit the last sentence of the story?  How would this change our perception of Mary Maloney?

9. Analyze the title of the story (each word separately).  Does it “fit” the story?
