Mr. Jost

Literacy 8

Persuasive Essay Prompts

1. Abortion (Pro-life vs. Pro-choice)

2. Animal Rights (food, wardrobe, cruelty, testing)

3. Music (explicit lyrics, bad messages, profanity)

4. Death Penalty (remember NJ recently abolished it)

5. First Amendment (freedom of speech)

6. Search and Seizure (at school, lockers, purses, etc.)

7. Cigarettes/Alcohol (age restrictions)

8. Driver’s License (age)

9. Video Games (labels “M”, bad influences, too realistic)

10. DVD’s (rated “R”, bad influences)

11. Advertisements (cigarettes, drugs, alcohol, sex)

12. Television (violence, sex, language, horror)

13. Parental Blocks (T.V., computers, cell phones, etc.)

14. Sports (co-ed activities)

15. Education (right to attend anywhere/not at all/college/high school)

16. War (for or against)

17. Recycle (fines or jail time)

18. Community Service (requirement for graduation for high school)

19. School uniforms

20. Utopian Society (Jonas’s community)

21. Hunting (banned for sport)

22. Child Labor Laws (Gap, Nike, Wal-Mart)

23. Curfews (parental, community enforced)

24. Dating Ages

25. Assisted Suicide (Dr. Jack Kevorkian)

26. Airline Security (profiling) 

27. Same-sex classrooms

28. Healthy lunches in school

29. Texting while driving

30. Cell phones and driving

31. Internet restriction on the population

32. Wii Fit as an alternative for gym classes

33. Teachers paid based on student performance

34. Science and cloning (For or against)

35. Kids have the option to “divorce” their parents

36. Locker searches in school

37. Females and male-dominated sports

38. Miss America as a role model or outdated stereotype
39. Women in combat

40. Webcams in the classroom

41. Gun control laws

42. Alternative energy sources

43. Art censorship

44. Banned books

45. Cursive writing in schools

46. Cyber bullying laws

47. Steroids/doping in sports (high school/professional)

48. MMA/Boxing

49. Social networking (Facebook, Twitter, etc.)

50. Pollution

51. Recycling

Select your own Controversial topic (approved by me):
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