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Prologue and Chapter 1 Questions

1. Analyze and interpret the excerpt of the poem in the beginning of the story.
2. What type of relationship do Eli, Eddy, Lexie and Terese have together?
3. What are WMD?  Do we have these today?  Are they a serious threat to our safety?
4. What is the monetary status of the Yanakakis’?
5. What is Eli’s experience thus far of his “new world?”
6. Who’s the protagonist?  What point-of-view is the story told in?  Who is the narrator?
7. What are the circumstances that got the Yanakakis’ inside of the compound?

8. What does Eli’s father do for a living?
9. Do the children have respect for the father or is it fear?  How do you know?

10. Who is Cocoa?  Why does Eli miss it so much?

11. How would you characterize Eli’s attitude?  

12. How does Eli spend his free time in the compound?
Chapter 2-4 Questions

1. What special thing does the Yankanakis family do for holidays?
2. Do you think twins have a special connection together?
3. What is “the Gadget”?
4. What are happening to the food supplies slowly but surely?
5. What cruel thing does Eli do with the birthday presents?
6. What could “The Matrix” have to do with the story thus far?
7. What is the compound made out of?

8. Why is the Internet so important to Eli?  Symbolizes?

9. Why is Eddy’s room so haunting/mysterious to Eli?

10. What do you think is behind the “yellow door”?

11. What is the importance of the movies mentioned at the end of Chap. 3?  

12.  Describe Lexie.  Mother.  Gram.
13. Why do you think the father abandoned all his previous rituals?

14. Who is Phil?
Chapter 5-7 Questions

1. What do you think the world would be like without any money?
2. Why is Dad’s office so mysterious?  Why can’t Eli go in there?
3. Any other predictions about the elusive “yellow room”?
4. Do people marry for love or money?
5. If you knew you had 40 minutes to live, what would you do?
6. What do we learn about the food supply that the family has?

7. What is suddenly happening to all the livestock?

8. How could rat poison find its way into the food?

9. Eli mentions he prefers to stay “cold and detached.”  Is this the way to go?

10. What has eating come to the family?  Could you imagine living like this?  
11. We come to find out that Mother is pregnant.  Any predictions?

12. Where do you think Mother wants Eli to “visit.”  His reaction?

13. Mother is “obviously the key”?  What does she mean by this statement?

14. Why is the epiphany about the Monet such a huge clue in the story thus far?

15. Wireless Connection: Reality or Figment of his imagination?

16. Why is Eli devastated about the dates on the music CD’s?
Chapter 8-11 Questions

1. What is causing Eli to question his trust in his parents?

2. Do you think there is really a “survivor” that father is communicating with?
3. According to Rex, why is the mother not told any of the happenings of the compound?
4. What do you think father means by the last person to know where the compound is located was “taken care of”?
5. Why is it important that Dad confirmed the existence of the Internet?
6. How do we know that the father is making a lot of mistakes?
7. What are Supplements?  Predictions about what the Supplements are?

8. What type of milk did the father try out on the kids?

9. Eli mentions about the Supplements’ “intended fate” or “intended purpose”?

10. What is the revelation that Eli exposes to the family about the food shortage?

11. Lexie and Eli are willing to do this…would you be able to?  

12. Why did Rex force everyone at the party to eat meat?

13. Explain the “news” that Eli and Eddy hear about their father from Phil?

14. Why does Eli take a “steaming hot shower”?

15. Why did the touch from the Supplement represent to Eli?
16. How is the father going to “speed up” the baby-making process?  Is this ethical?  Should we do this if the technology is available right now?
17. Why do you think Lexis is “on board” with the Supplement consumption?
Chapter 12-14 Questions

1. What is the mother’s request to Eli?  What is his reaction to this?

2. Which month pops up in Chapter 12?  What does this represent?
3. Why do people bother having children?
4. Who is Lucas and whom does he closely resemble?
5. What epiphany does Eli to come regarding the Supplements?
6. Inside of one of Lucas’s toys there is a “mystery”.  Any predictions?
7. How does Eli react when he is holding Quinn?  Why?

8. What is disturbing about Lexie’s comment about the Supplements?

9. What does Lexie’s room changing from Arabian Nights theme to earthy tones prove about her?

10. Eli mentions, “the walls of his cocoon are think”.  What does he mean?

11. Do you think that the father will be able to perfect cloning?  

12. What is Lexie’s role in the human cloning plan?
13. Do you think it is twisted that the father is spending time with the Supplements?

14. Who does Eli think he found on the Internet?

15. Do you think text messaging is damaging the English language?
16. Is Eli talking to Eddy or is his father in his office giving Eli false hope?

17. What do we find out about Rex’s biological mother?

18. Why does Eli assume that his father lit the RV on fire?  Do you believe him?
Chapter 15-17 Questions

1. What is mother’s reaction after Eli asks for the code?

2. Do you think the mother is in denial about the compound or does she truly trust Rex?
3. What is the mother’s reaction when Eli reveals that he had a conversation with Eddy?  Would you be skeptical?
4. What super harsh thing does Lexie say to Clea?
5. What is the truth about the compound and why they are there?
6. How many years to they have left before the door opens?
7. What was Gram’s role in the compound?  Why was she “left behind?”

8. Is it a good thing that the Supplements have never been exposed to any type of violence or television?
9. Were you surprised to see that Eli punched his father out?

10. What is Eli’s plan to get the numbers for the code?  Will it work?

11. What physical glitch do we see foreshadowed earlier in the book about Dad and his present condition?  

12. Do you find it terribly convenient that father has the antidote to the disease he now has?  If so, why would he put himself in that danger?

13. What do the new words from T.S. Eliot’s poem reveal about their situation?

14. How might Turducken be a clue?

15. What does Eli see when he looks into the mirror?  Symbolically?

16. What does Eli’s haircut symbolize?
17. Make a prediction about why the mother is laying in a pool of blood…
Chapter 18-20 Questions

1. How is Eli responding to the stress of the situation?

2. What is Terese’s reaction when she finds out the truth?
3. Terese suddenly loses her accent, why?
4. How does Eli crack the code?
5. What disturbing thing does Rex threaten to do to his own son, Lucas?  Why does he threaten this?
6. What does Eli see inside of his father’s eyes?
7. Why is the code to the compound highly ironic?

8. Eli gets his hand stuck outside, what is this symbolizing?
9. Why does Eli kick his father?

10. Why does Eli sacrifice Lucas going out into the world first?

11. As Eli’s head emerges from the ground, what is this symbolizing?  

12. Why is Eli and Lucas’s escape outside strong resembling Plato’s Cave?
Chapter 21 and Epilogue Questions

1. What “position” is Eli in when sitting under the stars?  Importance?

2. What was Phil’s role in the whole compound scheme?
3. What is the father’s plan now that Phil is there?  Would you go?
4. What was Eli’s fatal mistake?
5. Instead of worrying about his family, Rex was more concerned with what?
6. Do you think Rex was on the helicopter with Phil?  Explain.
7. Was Rex on the beach waving to Eli?

8. Do you think that Tums wrapper was actually Rex’s?

9. Why does Eli put the wrapper in his pocket?

10. Did you like the ending?  What would you have changed?  Was the epilogue helpful or unnecessary?
11. Out of 5 stars, what would you give this book and why?  
