“The Landlady” – Follow up
1. How does the author create suspense in the story?
2. List as many instances of foreshadowing as you can.

3. How does the idea of a “stranger in a strange land” contribute to the overall creepiness of the story?

4. Consider the colors in the story.  Do they serve any particular purpose?

a. Yellow mums

b. Green curtains

c. White hands

d. Red fingernails

e. Any others?

5. Does it make sense that Billy is symbolically the parrot in the cage?  Explain.

6. As a reader, we were uneasy about the Landlady’s strange comments.  Billy, however, was not concerned at all.  Why do you think he was so calm during this ordeal?

7. Was the Landlady’s murder of Billy Weaver premeditated?  Explain.
8. Billy washes his hand upon entering his room.  What did this symbolically accomplish?

9. Did the fire represent Hell?

10. Do you notice anything “amusing” about Billy Weaver’s name?
