“Bloodstain” – Follow up

1. How does the author create suspense in the story?

2. Consider our discussion about the difference between tone and mood.  Apply each one to this short story.  (Use your handout if necessary)

a. Tone – 

b. Mood – 

3. Analyze this fantastic analogy: “The big house remained lighted, glaring into the night with yellow eyes, until someone inside pulled down the blinds, one by one.”
4. Analyze the following symbolic objects and determine their importance:
a. “…he was consciously walking pigeon-toed” – 
b. “walking the path” – 

c. “cherry blossoms” – 

d. “white-haired man with a book under his arm” – 

e. “gun” – 

f. “the shadow swooping on swift wings, caught and engulfed him” – 

g. “a trickle of blood, shining like oil” – 

h. “a ladybug crawling on the dead man’s wrist” – 

i. “a nerve in his cheek twitched violently” – 

j. “saw the mark on his index finger, a spatter of blood on his nail” – 

k. “before the mirror he stared into his own eyes” – 

l. “the eyes were red and inflamed” – 
m. “the burning sensation was there still” – 
5. Why is it important that Mr. Haskell’s blood is seeping back into the ground?
6. Interpret this quote in relation to Fred’s situation: “The air was like the air of a prison”. 
7. Why did Fred wash his hands so feverishly?  
8. What were some of the things that Fred did in order to conceal the truth?
