Continuity vs. Succession 
Am I the same person I used to be?

Try to remember some of the things you did when you were 6-7 years old

· Are you the same person today?

· You know a lot more and act differently

· New cells have replaced all of your former cells

(2) Kinds of Change

· Continuity 

· One thing remains throughout the change despite being different at the end

· Banana - undergoes a continuity change as it ripens from green to yellow to brown

· You are one person taking on different qualities with age

· Succession

· One thing changes into another thing

· Caterpillar - turns into a butterfly in a change of succession 

· The difference between a baby and an elderly person is quite extreme

John Locke (yep…that’s right LOST fans)

· Supported the continuity theory - that each person is one continuous thing throughout life
· Believes this is true if you happen to inhabit another body
· Ex: Upon death, your physical body decomposes, while you live on in a new spiritual body in Heaven
· Memory is the key!!!!
· When you go to heaven, you will be able to remember living on Earth
· Your memories are totally unique and they have shaped you
· Memories connect your current self to the past (infancy to old age)
· Can you remember every detail of your life??
· No, but according to Locke, they are still there…buried deep
· How about if a person suffers irrevocable amnesia?  How about a person insane?
· Still the same person, Locke??
· Changing bodily form is a superficial difference just like changing clothes
Derek Parfit

· Favors the succession theory - that each person is a succession of being throughout life

· When you are 14, you can remember some of the things you did when you were 4, but you can’t do them anymore

· Like trying to go through the MacDonald’s tunnel playland…

· When you’re 50, you may remember experiences you had when you were 20, but you can’t relive them…nor would you necessarily want to

· Have you ever noticed how so many things you used to do for fun don’t even sound appealing any more?

· This according to Parfit suggest that you are NOT the same person

· Name some things that age has killed for you…

· In his view, you are related to your past selves in much the same way that you are related to your family members: You care about them, and take responsibility for them, but only up to a point, because ultimately they are not you

· So, your future self might make it to Heaven, but it won’t be YOU

· Identifies that identifying with the past and future makes it difficult to appreciate the present

· Rather than focusing your attention vertically on the timeline running between the past and the future, you should focus your attention horizontally, on everything else happening around you right now

Scenarios: 

· Does it make sense to hold a 50-year-old man responsible for a crime he committed when he was 20?

· Apply to continuity and succession theory…

· Suppose that, while in prison, he earns a college degree and comes to devote most of his free time to a charity program

· Is he the same person?

· Suppose a man got married at age 20 and never divorced and now he is 50

· According to Parfit, it was not he, but his past self who said the vows, do you think these vows are still binding/legal?
