Alice in Wonderland - Day 3
“The rule is, jam to-morrow and jam yesterday – but never jam to-day.”

Elijah Millgram

· Argues that many experiences in life appear like this to us: very good when we remember or anticipate them, but quite ordinary or downright bad in the moment

· Examples: parenting, schooling, working, golfing

· I look forward to the day’s golfing, and after I’m done I look back on the experience fondly, but at any given moment during the round I find myself screaming, throwing clubs, sweaty and all around irritated

· Any other examples?

Social Contract

· In a free society like ours, you basically have three choices.  You can leave.  You can try to change the laws.  Or you can do neither and implicitly agree to obey the laws.  That’s a social contract.

· You’re never really taught this, but we all know it

· Examples?

· Socrates made a social contract with Athens – an unspoken agreement to follow their laws no matter what the outcome

· He agreed to live by their rules.  He was born there, raised there, educated there, and protected there

· This is why he didn’t leave the country when he was sentenced to death

· Socrates was against democracy (our society), favoring instead a harmless dictatorship under one who knows the correct definitions of goodness and courage and justice…a philosopher-king

· Is something like this even possible? 
Thomas Hobbes

· Leviathon – “reign of terror”
· Hobbes argues that there must be a ruthless supreme monarchy who terrorizes the people into following the social contract

· Would this work?

· Potential problems?

· Without the fear of getting caught, people would break the rules all the time

· True?
· So fear of punishment for breaking the laws makes people follow the law and keep the social contract

· Is this what keeps you from breaking the law?  Any other factors?
· If you break the contract, then you are outside the security of law and in Nature’s violent world

· Law and order must be established with a display of violence

· The supreme monarch can choice any punishment they see fit (Off with their heads…)

· Could this be productive?  Imagine a televised lethal injection…

· Don’t feel bad for the beheaded victims of the Queen…it was for their own good!!!

· Hobbes writes that solitary life outside the security of the social contract is worse than horrible.  You can’t trust anyone.  Nature is constant warfare.

· Examples: Kim Jong-il (North Korea), Hitler (Aryan race), Stalin (communism)

· Hobbes also argues that people must give up their natural liberty to survive together in a society

John Locke

· Accepted Hobbes’s basic idea that we must band together to protect ourselves and that we need a central authority to enforce the social contract

· He adds that a legitimate government must be limited in power and rule with the consent of the governed, plus his tenure is short (in the event things aren’t going well)
· Checks and balances

· The individual person has value

· Right to vote

· Right to follow their own path/career

· An individual has rights that no government can take away

· Sound familiar?

· Locke was a huge influence to Thomas Jefferson (Declaration of Independence)

John Rawls

· Imagine we are making the social contract without knowing who we will be in the society

· He argues that if we didn’t know whether we’d be rich or poor, we’d agree to maximize the well-being of the least well-off in society, just in case that turns out to be us

· Comments?
