Horton Hears a Who and Philosophy

· How big is the universe?  FINITE OR INFINITE?

· Humans have been wondering about the size of the universe for a very long time

· Think about when you were a child and you stared at the sky…

· Lucretius (95-52 BCE)

· Thought experiment to show that space must be infinite in size
· Suppose you rocket to the furthest reaches of outer space and hurl a spear.  Do you think it would fly on and on forever or do you think something would eventually stop and block it?  Lucretius thinks it would fly on and on forever.  He argues as follows: Either the spear continues or it bounces off some sort of wall.  But, if there is a wall, then there must be something on the other side of the wall, and what could there be but more space?
Although this answer seems reasonable, there may be another way to explain the spear’s continued flight.  If you stand on the surface of the moon and hurl a spear, it will fly on and on forever because there is not enough gravity to pull it down.  Even though it looks like it’s moving in a straight line, it’s actually curving in a giant circle around the moon.  If space itself is a giant sphere, this could explain the spear’s continued flight.  
· Plato’s Cave
· How can we make a connection between the prisoners and the movie?
· Epistemology – Theory of Knowledge 
· Descartes’ skepticism
· Is it possible that we are being deceived about our significance/world right now?
· Is there life on other planets?  Are we alone?
· What do you think?  Is it possible?  Will we ever truly know?
· Is it possible that our world is another world’s hell?
· Tiny speck in the grand scheme of things
· Egocentricity – we assume we are the only living organisms in the universe that matter
· How would we react if we find out that Whoville is similar to Earth? 
· Holding the speck – hanging on by a thread (vulnerability)
· How fragile is our world?
· Can we be wiped from the face of the Earth in one swoop? 
· Sudden unexplainable weather changes
· Tsunamis, Earthquakes, Volcanic eruptions
· Dream-like occurrences (They seem unreal when they occur)
· “If I can’t see, hear and feel it, it doesn’t exist” (empiricism)
· Empiricism vs. Rationalism
· If the Kangaroo lady is correct…what types of things will become non-existent?
· Always happy and safe – happiness and harmony all the time (utopian)
· Plato’s Republic and Sir Thomas More’s Utopia
· Is it possible to make everyone happy 100% of the time?
· How oblivious are we?
· Anything undesirable in Whoville? 
· How does Whoville ensure “perfection” all the time?  
· “Safe, sound, and stable”
· Evolution – Caveman ancestors painting
· Darwinism 
· Survival of the Fittest (Are we really at the top of the food chain?)
· Hamlet – skull painting (Existentialism)
· Stares at a skull and thinks about what we are reduced to after death
· “Alas, Poor Yorick” – ponders the meaning of life and how insignificant our lives truly are in the grand scheme of the world and time 
· Cosmic convergence
· Will we eventually join other planets?
· Will we be able to travel through space like we do down a road? 
· Are there parallel universes?  Can they interact/affect our universe in any way?
· What if every speck contains planets?

· Think about how many planets we brush away on a daily basis…
· Are we to be held accountable if we find out that there are?
· A person is a person, no matter how small
· At what point does a person stop being a person?
· Death?
· Feeling of being watched
· Do think there is “someone” or “something” watching above us?
· God?  Deceased loved ones? Aliens?
· Do you ever think about that when you know you’re doing something wrong?
· The end of the world – no way to alter it
· Helpless feeling of what will happen…will happen
· Can we really do anything to alter the fate of the world
· Murders, violence, global warming, virus, ZOMBIES, etc. 
· Political power in Whoville and the jungle
· There is a definite hierarchy in each place
· Social classes are also present (to some degree)
· Kangaroo lady = power; Elders = power
· Should the lower classes “question authority”?
· Aristocracy (elite ruling class) - snobby stereotype
· Mob Mentality
· Speech rallying against Horton
· Caught up in the moment, without time to think for themselves 
· Creates a sense of anarchy
· Horton = God (to the inhabitants of Whoville)
· “Don’t bother looking, he’s invisible”
· Prove existence based on tangible evidence vs. Leap of Faith (believe without proof)
· “Voice from the drainpipe…sky”
· Invisible to the naked eye, but still a presence
· Determines their fate and can alter it
· Danger everywhere we turn “House of Death”
· Responsibility
· Is he their savior???  (“Oh, I’ll always be around”)
· Existentialism
· How do we create a sense of purpose in our lives?  How does Horton?
· Is there a plan?  If not, are we responsible for all our decisions - both good and bad?
· Jojo’s expectations from his father
· Should he feel obligated to follow in his father’s footsteps?
· Does his father know what’s best for him?  Generations before him…
· Horton = Socrates?
