
Name: _______________

The Flying Machine - Study Guide

1. Tone - 

2. Mood -

3. What is the setting of the story?

4. Protagonist - 

5. Make a list of potential symbolic objects and determine their symbolic value in the story.

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

8.  Name some the things that Emperor Yuan believed in and valued in his village.

9.  After seeing the flying man, why did Emperor Yuan immediately look to the Great Wall of China?
10.  Again…after seeing the flying man, why did the Emperor take note of where the farmer was standing?
11.  Explain the significance of this quote: “Here is the man who has made a certain machine, and yet asks us what he has created.  He does not know himself.  It is only necessary that he create, without knowing why he has done so, or what this thing will do.”
12.  Describe, with as much detail as possible, what you picture an executioner to look like.  Is there anything strange about this one?
13.  Why is Emperor Yuan going to kill the man?  Cite a quote from the story to support your answer.
14.  Explain the significance of this quote: “What is the life of one man against those of a million others.”
15.   Explain the irony in Emperor Yuan’s final statement: “look at the birds, look at the birds.”
16.  What is Bradbury’s message in this story?  


