“The Tell-Tale Heart” – Follow up

1. How does the author create suspense in the story?

2. Tone – 

3. Mood – 

4. Dynamic or static character?  Explain. – 

5. Round or flat character?  Explain. – 

6. Point of view – 
7. Is the narrator reliable?  Provide examples one way or another.
8. Is the narrator male or female?  Support your answer with examples.

9. Consider the following symbolic objects and determine their importance:

a. The old man’s eye – 

b. Lantern – 

c. Shadow – 

d. The beating heart – 

e. Clock –
10. “I had directed the ray, as if by instinct, precisely upon the damned spot” is an allusion from…(it’s one of our 3 big literary allusions)?  Examine the significance of this particular allusion in relation to the story.
11. What does the narrator mean by an “overacuteness of the senses”?
12. Examine the manner in which the old man is killed: “In an instant I dragged him to the floor and pulled the heavy bed over him.”  How exactly did he kill the old man?  
13. How did the man dispose of the old man’s body?  Was this a smart concealment?
14. What gave the man away?  Would he have gotten away with the crime otherwise?

