Persuasive Techniques

Effective persuasive essays generally employ several of the techniques below.  When you are asked to write persuasively, be strategic and use some of these techniques.

1. Emotional Appeal: Writers may appeal to fear, anger, or joy to sway their readers.  This technique contributes to the essay’s tone and mood.  Think about the commercials about the beaten and sickly animals.
2. Word Choice: Is a person “slim” or “skinny”?  Is an oil spill an “incident” or an “accident”?  Is a nineteen-year-old suspect an “adult” or “teen”?  Writers tend to reinforce their arguments by choosing words that will influence their reader’s perception of the issue.  This is deceptive and tricky but effective.

3. Make a Negative a Positive: Just to show that you are examining both sides of the issue, try using a con to your point of view and turn it into a positive for you.  Example:  While bullying is a problem all over the country, the effect of a child standing up to a bully can quickly boost self-esteem and confidence.
4. Rhetorical Question: Sometimes a writer will ask a question to which no answer is required.  The writer implies that the answer is obvious; the reader has no choice but to agree with the writer’s point.  Example: How many times do I have to ask you to clean your room?

5. Analogy: Essay writers often use figures of speech for desired emphasis.
6. Figurative Language: Similes, Extended Metaphors, Alliteration, Hyperboles, Etc.  Use these for effect, not for the sake of using them.

7. Appeal to Authority:  A writer may mention an important figure or event in an essay to lend importance and credibility to the argument.
8. Appeals to Self-Interest: When trying to persuade a reader, sometimes the writer will let the reader know how he/she will benefit…think “what’s in it for you.”  Butter up the reader a bit.  A little flattery goes a long way.
9. Evidence/Statistics:  Writers often influence their readers by providing evidence that supports their argument.  Whenever possible, give the reader something concrete to consider as it can be “indisputable.”  (Required)
10. Anecdote:  Draw from your own experiences or those of friends or family as examples to support your position.  Don’t be too long-winded with these.  Prove your point and move on!
Persuasive Don’ts

1. Do not be too extreme with your argument.  Avoid sweeping statements that use “always” or “never.”
2. Do not be overly general.  Avoid anchoring an argument with statements that include “everyone” or “no one.”
3. Do fall into the trap of creating and supporting stereotypes.  If your reader falls into a certain stereotype, you will lose your argument immediately.
4. Do not make claims that defy common sense or commonly known facts.  Example: School cafeterias should not restrict sugary treats because everyone knows sugar makes kids happy, and if kids are happy they score high on tests.

5. Do not insult potential readers with derogatory remarks and insults.  Example: People who think animal testing is necessary are idiots who deserve to slowly suffer like lab rats.

6. Do not fabricate outrageous facts.  Example: In a recent survey I did yesterday, 97.99% of my participants agreed that locker searches are ridiculous.

And now a word from your teacher…

PLEASE NOTE:  The state test is the ONLY time I encourage you to make up this info but do it wisely.  To create credibility, use expressions like “research shows nearly 50%...” or “in a recent survey, over three-quarters…”  The ONLY reason you should do this is to demonstrate to the stuffy, emotionless reader of your essay that you KNOW the most common technique for persuasive writing is the use of facts and statisitics.  Otherwise, I encourage you to NEVER falsify anything you write EVER!
