“Priscilla and the Wimps”

Study Guide

1. In what point of view is the story told?

2. Who is Monk Klutter?  If you could describe Monk with one adjective, what would it be?

3. What was his gang called?  What did they do for Monk?

4. How do you know that this story is a bit “dated”?

5. What does the expression “Monk ran a tight ship” mean?

6. Any time the Kobras move around, the author uses what descriptive verb?  Why do you think he uses this word?

7. On the first page, find examples where the narrator appears to be talking to the reader directly.

8. How did your initial impression of Priscilla Roseberry differ from her true appearance?  How about Melvin Detweiler?

9. What does Priscilla do with Monk?

10. How can the ending of the story be related to karma?

Things to consider: Monk - Garden of Eden - Serpent (allusion), Klutter’s Kobras (alliteration), … (ellipsis), protagonist vs. antagonist, “spelled out in nailheads”, “brass-toed”, switchblade, fear and intimidation, shower time, The Odd Couple (allusion), Priscilla’s different sort of attention, pun (play on words) “above everything”, after-school shakedowns, “they’ve got group identity” (mob mentality), “The sound of skull against steel rippled all the way down the locker row, speeding the crowds on their way” (hyperbole, imagery), shadows, Kobras’ limited scope “Head Honcho of the World”, “pure poetry” (alliteration), locker becomes Monk’s metaphorical coffin, no loyalty in times of trouble, fate, karma, “The whole town ices up” (mirrors Monk’s cold-blooded personality)

