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Study Guide
The Giver

Study Guide – Chapter 1 & 2
I. Questions 

1. Why is Jonas so frightened by airplanes flying overhead?  What do you think may be happening on the outside world?

2. Do you find the term “He will be released” eerie?  Make predictions as to what this could mean.

3. Who or what are “animals” in Jonas’s society?  How are they different from the animals we are used to seeing?

4. What is the role of the “Nurturer”?  Whom have we met who is one? 

5. When was a “release” not a punishment?  Site two specific examples.

6. How are people placed together?  What is the “normal” family in this society?  Is this like our  “normal” family?

7. What ritual does the family participate in each night before bed?  Do you find this weird?  Would you be willing to do the same?

8. Why are the ages of the children “a Four” or “an Eleven”?  What is strange about this word choice?

9. Do you think the family members are actually related or simply placed with one another?  Why could this potentially be a problem?

10. What does each family need to do if they are interested in receiving a child for their family unit?  Does this remind you of anything?

11. Who is Gabriel?  What will happen to him if he doesn’t catch up to speed with the other children?

12. At what age is the bike assigned to the children?  Why this particular age?

13. Who are the most important people in this community?  Who, in particular, is the most important elder?  What does he do?

14. What do the children get assigned at the “Ceremony of the Twelve”?  Does this seem young to you?

15. What does Jonas’s mother do for a living?  Why might this be seen as strange, as compared to the role Jonas’s father?

16. Does Jonas want to follow in his father’s footsteps?  Are we obligated to follow in our parents’ footsteps as we reach adulthood?

17. What do the Elders of the community do while figuring out which assignment is best for each child?

Things to consider: ominous voice, joking about being released, offenses before “releasing,” father’s morals, naming selections, gender roles, 50 babies born

Study Guide – Chapter 3 & 4
I. Questions 

1. What physical trait did the majority of the community have in common?  Do you think this was intentional or accidental?

2. What is strange about Jonas’s eyes?  How might this unique trait play a part in his eventual fate?

3. Why do you think mirrors play such a minor part in this community?  How does this compare to the emphasis we place on mirrors and appearance?

4. Lily is interested in becoming a Birthmother.  What are the reactions of her parents?  Why are they not thrilled with this assignment for their daughter?

5. It was rude to call attention to what about other people?  Why is this frowned upon so much?  Would this be a benefit for our society?

6. At what age do the children start their volunteer hours?  What do you think they are preparing for?

7. During Jonas and Asher’s game of catch, Jonas has a strange encounter with an apple.  What do you think happened?  Note: you may have to read this short passage again to make any sense of it.

8. Can you think of any symbolic meaning to the apple?  Hint: think biblical.

9. What is a comfort object?  Which one does Gabriel receive?  What was your comfort object as a child?  Note: mine was a stuffed gorilla named Koko.  I actually still have him in my room…is that weird??????

10. Where did Asher gravitate towards?  What do you think this place is for?  Is this a place where you could see yourself gravitating towards?

11. What familiar subplot do we encounter with Jonas?  Tell a little bit about her.

12. Why is nakedness forbidden in this society?  Is this “forbidden” in our society?  

13. What is a bit shameful about Edna’s life?  Do you know anyone who would fall into this same category?

14. Explain the Ceremony of the Releasing.

15. Can you make any educated guesses as to what the “releasing” is now?  Do you feel different now that you may know what it means?

16. What is a euphemism?  What does it mean to be euthanized?  

17.   Who is forbidden from the “Releasing Room”?  Why do you think this is?

Things to consider: Asher’s coordination, The Eights staying together during volunteer hours, bragging in society, biblical allusion, Releasing “happiness”, nakedness, Speaker warnings

Study Guide – Chapter 5 & 6
I. Questions 

1. Now, what do you think about the dream ritual?  Do you find it inappropriate to share that kind of detail with your parents?

2. What kind of dream did Jonas experience?  Who did it involve?  What happened in the dream?  Do you think anything out of the ordinary is happening to him?

3. Jonas experiences some strong desires in his dream.  We can argue that they are suppressed (covered up).  Do you think this society does this for a reason?

4. What term does Jonas’s mother assign to Jonas’s feelings?  What is the treatment for this urge/impulse?

5. Why do you think this community wants to eliminate the Stirrings?  Explain how this might have to do with the lack of intimacy in the community.  

6. We mentioned before that nakedness is forbidden.  What biblical event can you think of when thinking about forbidden nakedness?

7. Who already takes the Stirrings pills that Jonas doesn’t know about?  Jonas’s mother comments that typically males need the pills first, why do you think this is?

8. What is strange about who talks to Jonas about these Stirrings?  Does this continue a theme we have been tracking?  If so, which one?

9. Did Jonas find these Stirrings pleasurable?  How do you know either way?  

10. Why was Gabriel spared of the “releasing”?  Consider the strictness of the society.

11. What does Fiona find amusing about her new brother?  Do you, also, find it strange?  What is her initial reaction to him?

12. What is strange about Caleb?  Does this remind you of anything?

13. What is the Ceremony of Loss?  What happens during it?  Do you find this to be weird in any way?

14. What is the difference between a “release” and a “loss”?  

15. How are people matched up in this community?  Does this remind you of any present day matchmaking?  Is this process flawless? 

16. What do you think Jonas will be assigned to, knowing what he is like right now?  

Things to consider: gifts each year, circle of life in the community (Roberto), Reincarnation, new attire (responsibility), yin and yang (balance)

Study Guide – Chapter 7-9
I. Questions 

1. What are the “kids” considered when they turn 12?  Do we consider 12 year olds as adults in this society?  Do you think we should?

2. What is the punishment for imprecise language?  Do you think that was helpful or counterproductive to Asher?  Should we reinstate corporal punishment in the school system?

3. How does the rest of the community see Asher?  Do you see Asher as the village idiot?  Is this really a fair representation of Asher?

4. What important event is Jonas deprived of at the Ceremony of the Twelve?  How does he feel about this sudden change of events?

5. Do the other community members realize that something is wrong with Jonas?

6. What is Jonas’s Assignment?  What does this person do in the community?  Is it a prestigious Assignment?

7. Describe Jonas’s new mentor/teacher.  Any distinguishing physical features that set him apart from others?

8. What are the 4 key attributes that the new Receiver needs to possess?  Do you agree that he is the right boy for the job?

9. What disturbing thing does the current Receiver tell Jonas about the new Assignment?  How does he react to this news?

10. The Chief Elder mentions that Jonas will have the ability to do what special thing?  How do you think this will help him later as the Receiver?  

11. Recall the time when Jonas realized the apple changed.  He has another similar moment when he sees whom?

12. What creepy thing happens at the end of the chapter with Jonas and the crowd of people?  Do they accept him as the Receiver?

13. The Chief Elder says they “failed in their last selection.”  What do you think happened to their previous Receiver?  

14. Why did the people of the community move aside to let Jonas pass?  What is he suddenly being treated as?  Would you like the same treatment?

15. What is strange about the former Receiver?  What do you think may have happened to her?  Make a prediction.

16. Which rules struck you as strange or different?  Are there any that you think Jonas will not be able to handle?  Would you have any objections if these rules were given to you?

Things to consider: Asher’s job, Fiona’s job, Elder’s treatment of Asher, Inger’s job (appropriate), Is Jonas ready for this Assignment?, lies in this community, effects of lies (cyclical), Friends as you get older, different jobs, Capacity to See Beyond, rules, PAIN

Study Guide – Chapter 10-12
I. Questions 
1. What does the maintenance crew change over night?  What are their new titles in the community?  Do titles have a way of defining who we are?

2. It seems that things are very different between Fiona and Jonas, why do you think this is?  When do friends typically grow apart?

3. Why does the Receiver look so incredibly old to Jonas?  What is the Receiver’s response to his question?  

4. What rules are broken when Jonas was talking to the Receiver?  How does Jonas react to the broken rules?  What does this tell us about Jonas?

5. Jonas learns that he will receive the “memories of the past.”  More specifically, what will he learn about?  Is he ready for this?  

6. Jonas has no recollection of what thing that we may take for granted?  Could you imagine never experiencing this for yourself?  What do you think Jonas’s reaction will be when he learns about it?  

7. What is the first experience that the Giver transmits to Jonas?  Describe his feelings/reactions to this new experience.

8. What does the transmitting of the memory seem to do for the Giver?  What makes you feel this is long overdue?

9. Why is snow no longer experienced in the community?  How would you feel with the same restrictions?  Can you think of any negatives of never having this particular experience?

10. What was Jonas’s reaction to sunshine, and eventually, sunburn?  Do you think this is some of what the pain entails in the job?

11. At the breakfast table, Jonas commits his first what?  How does he feel about this first in his life?  

12. Which classes are permitted at their school?  What do you think they are studying?  How does it differ from our school curriculum?  

13. Jonas notices the third change, what was it?  What do we find out the change is?  

14. What is the problem by not seeing color?  How would your life be different?  Is it not that big of a deal?  Why is color so important?

15. What are the genetic scientists trying hard to do in the community?  What will happen to people who look like Fiona?  I would be in big trouble!!!

16. What is the last thing that the Giver is going to transmit to Jonas?  How will this change how Jonas perceives things?

Things to consider: pale eyes for the Giver, The Giver’s living quarters, books, Book of Rules, touch sensations, climate control, “Sameness”
Study Guide – Chapter 13-14
I. Questions 
1. On the first page 97, Jonas is very angry because he has what epiphany about color?  Does he make a legitimate point?  Do you agree with him?

2. What is the Giver’s excuse for why people are not allowed to make their own choices?  Do you find this acceptable?  Imagine if this were you.

3. What did Jonas try to give Asher?  Do you think this is permitted?  What does this tell us about Jonas’s character?

4. Describe the disturbing memory pertaining to the elephant.  How does Jonas react to this brutal act of cruelty?

5. Again, the gender roles are being challenged.  What is Jonas’s father doing with Lily throughout the entire chapter?  Do you find this odd and why?  

6. What shocking thing does the Giver say about Jonas’s school instructors?  How does Jonas take this news?  

7. What painful event did Jonas experience in the beginning of Chapter 14?  What was he denied of by the Giver?  How did Jonas react?  

8. What memory did the Giver have when the Committee wanted to increase the population of the community?  Do we see this happen in our world?

9. A Birthmother is in danger of having what?  What will happen to the extra baby?  How do they decide on which to release?  Is this wrong?

10. What does Jonas accidentally give to Gabriel?  How does Jonas initially react, then later, how does he act when he does it again?

Things to consider: Jonas’s marriage options, mother’s voice of reason (Gabriel), absence of pain, Larissa’s ceremony of release, Jonas’s feelings of rebellion, “We dare not let people make choices of their own,” guns, transmission of memories to random people (no success), elephant-talk, ELSEWHERE, Jonas questioning the system, plane flying overhead, Jonas’s POWER.

Study Guide – Chapter 15-17
I. Questions 
1. What was wrong with the Giver at the beginning of the chapter?  Which memory did he give to Jonas?  Describe what he saw and how he reacted.

2. Why was Jonas suddenly afraid to go to the Giver?  Would you feel the same way if you had just seen what Jonas had?

3. What does Jonas now know about animals, as they used to be?  Do we form special bonds with animals?  Give an example.

4. Which special memory does the Giver share with Jonas?  Would you consider this to be a good memory?  Describe the memory.  

5. Who were the old people in the memory?  Are these elderly people important in our society?  How?  

6. What is the special emotion that Jonas receives?  Define it in your own words.  How does Jonas feel about this new and never explored emotion?  

7. What odd question does Jonas ask his parents?  What is their “strange” response?  Could you imagine your lives without love?

8. What is Jonas giving to Gabe each night?  What are the possible consequences to his actions?  Good or bad?

9. What strange event happened in the beginning of Chapter 17?  How did the townspeople react to this event?

10. What has Jonas stopped doing for four weeks now?  What have returned as a result of this?  Do you think this will negatively impact Jonas?

11. Which typical children’s game are Asher, Fiona, and Tanya playing outside?  What is Jonas’s reaction to this game after some thinking?  What is Jonas’s advice to Asher?  How does Asher react?

12. We find out that the twins are identical, so what is the procedure now?  How does Jonas’s father react to this?  How about Jonas-bonus?

Things to consider: battlefield, children’s jealousy, horrible memories, birthday parties, animals and humans, Xmas time, mirror (124), candles (fragility of life/a memory), no longer taking the pill, river flowing to ELSEWHERE, no longer the friends they once were, Lily’s philosophical thinking (twins elsewhere)

Study Guide – Chapter 18-20
I. Questions 
1. What does the Giver sometimes wish for during his memories?  What does this tell us about his pain/suffering?

2. Who was the former Receiver?  Describe her situation.  For instance, which memories did she receive?  What was her fate?

3. What happens to the memories if something happens to a Receiver?  How do the townspeople react to these memories?

4. Do you get the feeling that the Giver wants things to change in this society, but doesn’t have the guts to do anything about it?  Why?

5. What is the Giver’s reaction when he finds out that a twin will be released today?  Do you find this odd at all?  What is his advice to Jonas?

6. After the Giver requests the broadcast of the “releasing,” what does Jonas see?  What is his reaction?  Would you be acting the same way?

7. What exactly is a “release?”  Is this anything like what you thought it to be?

8. Describe Jonas’s father’s actions throughout the course of events?  Did he seem phased at all?  Did his attitude change in any way?

9. Which important memory did Jonas recall when watching the “release?”  Do you think this would be more disturbing than the first one?

10. How was the twin’s dead body disposed of?  Do you find this slightly disturbing or cruel?  Why?

11. What happened to Rosemary?  What did she commit?  Why do you think she did this?  Why do you think the Giver was so disturbed by this act?

12. Describe Jonas’s attitude towards everything now that he knows what “releasing” is?  How does he feel about his parents?  Fiona?  

13. What do the Giver and Jonas decide to do?  What makes the Giver have the courage to do this all of a sudden?

14. What does the Giver have the capacity to hear?  Could you imagine your life without this thing?  

15. What was the plan?  Do you think it will work?  

16.  Who is Rosemary?  Did you find this as shocking as I did?

Things to consider: release, Elsewhere, the Giver and Rosemary’s relationship, Jonas’s further anticipation, identical twins, death penalty, parents’ faults, music

Study Guide – Chapter 21-23
II. Questions 

1. Jonas was forced to flee the community quicker than he thought.  Did he feel any remorse about having to leave?  Why do you think this is?

2. Jonas’s father relays what information about Gabriel?  How does Jonas react to this sudden newsflash?

3. Why did Jonas decide to take his father’s bicycle instead of his own?  Do you agree with what Jonas decided to do?

4. What clever thing did Jonas do to avoid the heat-seeking search planes?  How did this work out for him and Gabriel?

5. Jonas saw another flying object overhead, but it didn’t look like a plane.  What was this flying object?  Could you imagine what kind of world they are in if they never seen one of these?

6. Did Jonas experience any moments of indecision?  For instance, a moment where he thought he wasn’t doing the right thing?

7. Jonas, at one point, wanted to keep what memory for himself?  Did he keep for himself?  Why did he choose this act of selflessness? 

8. What did Jonas assume/know what waiting for him at the bottom of the hill?  Do you think it will be there waiting for him like he assumes?  

9. As Jonas was approaching the bottom of the hill, what did he hear for the first time?  Which holiday do you think they might be celebrating?

10. What do you think about the ending?  Good or bad?  Sad, disappointing, happy?  Provide a reaction to the ending.  Optimistic or Pessimistic?

Things to consider: changing surroundings, individuality, suffering, FWvs.D, love, punishment for Jonas, winter (death approaching), path traveled, landscape changing, bird (represent ultimate freedom), fox (cunning/clever animal), purely selfless acts, uphill battle/climb, convenient sled waiting for them, Christmas carols, appearance vs. reality, hallucination?, Reality? 

