The Nature of Reality – The Matrix

· The Matrix Possibility

· “Could we be in the Matrix right now?”
· Maybe everything I think I see, feel, taste, and touch is really part of a “computer generated dream world”
· Do we really know anything at all?
· It’s possible that a lot of my beliefs right now are false
· Any that jump out at you?
· For instance, is the moon hollowed out and inhabited by “moon-goblins”?
· Since you’ve never been there…it is at least possible (you don’t know for sure)
· This is obviously unlikely…but you can’t be certain
· Rene Descartes
· Opens his Meditations by declaring his intention to suspend EVERY one of his beliefs that he can find the slightest doubt in
· Cogito ergo sum - “I think, therefore I am.”
· Toys with the possibility that “some malicious demon of the utmost power and cunning has employed all his energies in order to deceive me.”
· The artificial intelligence (AI) is the “malicious demon” deceiving the world into thinking the world is “real”
· Does Neo know that he was in the Matrix?
· “No one can be told what the Matrix is.  You have to see it for yourself.”
· Makes sense - no one in their right mind would believe this possibility
· For a belief to genuinely count as knowledge, it must be justified
· Can we adequately justify any of our knowledge?
· Or do we simply have to take a “leap of faith”?
· Socrates and Neo

· Neo is on a mission to save the human race from unwitting enslavement to artificial intelligence
· Just as Socrates’ mission is to “wake up” the people of Athens
· The process of asking questions until the person either contradicts himself or makes a mistake has become known as the Socratic Method
· Morpheus (and the Oracle) use a similar line of questioning
· “Know Thyself”
· Socrates (and many others throughout history) have believed a similar idea
· What exactly does this mean to Neo (to you)?
· The Oracle of Delphi
· “Nothing in excess” 
· “Here, take a cookie” NOT “take some cookies”
· Does this contradict our ways of thinking?
· Mirrors Agent Smith’s comparison to humans as “a virus that spreads and uses up all the resources in an area before it moves on”
· Plato’s Cave

· “Born into a prison for [his] mind”
· Like the prisoners in Plato’s allegory of the cave (shadows)
· The only thing worse than a prison for your mind would be a prison for your mind you didn’t know you were in, hence there would be no urge to escape
· “Ignorance is bliss”
· For the prisoners, the shadows are their reality - just as the Matrix is Neo’s
· Neo finally sees the “desert of the real”
· He obviously doesn’t want to accept it (and vomits after the realization) 
· “Most of these people are not ready to be unplugged”
· Do you think most people are fine with living a lie?
· “Why do my eyes hurt?”… “Because you’ve never used them.”
· The escaped prisoner was confused and overcome by the sunlight (and reality) he has never seen before - just as Neo has trouble adjusting to the real world
· Theory of the Forms

· We, like the prisoners, often mistaken our reality as the highest and truest reality there is
· Plato thought we actually experience at the level of reality available through our five senses, which are poor imitations of a higher level of reality called FORMS
· “Splinter in your mind”
· The Forms are in your mind, but just out of reach - thus creating a splinter
· Morpheus tells Neo, “You must see it for yourself”
· As with the Forms, it is not a literal “seeing” but a direct knowing that brings understandings
· Neo learns that intellect is more important than the senses - and the mind is more important that matter
· Do you agree with this?
· Déjà vu
· In the Matrix, it’s a glitch in the computer program
· For Plato, it’s a recollection (or memory) of the Forms
· In the time between incarnations, when the soul is free from the body, we behold the true Forms
· For instance, a child does not need to be taught that a flower is pretty, but knows it through recollection of the Form of Beauty itself 
· Evil Scientist

· Peter Unger’s book, Ignorance
· The common belief that there are chairs, books, and other similar objects in the world around us is simply an elaborate deception stimulated in our brains by an evil scientist, a super-neurologist who uses a computer to generate “electrical impulses” that are then transmitted to electrodes fastened to the relevant parts of our central nervous systems
· Using these impulses to stimulate our brains, the scientist deceives us into thinking that there are chairs, books, even though there are no such things in the world
· “No one can ever know (with absolute certainty) that there is no evil scientist who is deceiving him into falsely believing”
· Possible?
· Brain in a Vat

· Hilary Putnam’s book, Reason, Truth and History
· Imagine that our brains have been surgically separated from the rest of our bodies and placed in vats filled with brain-nourishing chemicals
· A powerful computer then sends electrical impulses into our brains, giving rise, for instance, to the illusion that we are sitting in chairs, reading books, playing tennis, and so on
· Very similar to the ooze that Neo get “reborn” into after being shown the “real” world
· Possible?
· Robert Nozick

· Introduces an idea called the “experience machine”
· Using the “experience machine,” the scientists could make it seem to us that we are reading books, meeting with our friends, and doing other pleasant things
· All the while, we would in fact be lying dormant inside the machine
· Assuming that the experience machine could be configured to generate any experience we think worthwhile, that it could be programmed to make us seem to be wonderfully successful, rich, happy, and beautiful (or handsome)

· SHOULD YOU PLUG INTO THIS MACHINE FOR LIFE?
· You would never know you were even “plugged in”
· Cypher, of course, says YES!
· This experiment was performed on rats and they consistently chose the electrode stimulation…even if it meant missing meals!
· Says, “We want to do certain things, and not just have the experience of doing them.”
· Is there a difference?
· Does it really matter either way?
· Is it any different than a satisfying dream?
· John Stuart Mill wrote, “It is better to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied; better to be Socrates dissatisfied than a fool satisfied.” 
· Do you agree?
· Artificial Minds
· Consciousness
· Mind/Body Problem
· Cartesian Dualism
· Free will vs. Determinism
· “The Desert of the Real”
· Existentialism
· Authenticity vs. Inauthenticity 
· Sigmund Freud 
· Happiness
· The Oracle and Omniscience 
· “Splinter in the mind”
· Trinity
· Neo
· Morpheus
· In Greek mythology, he is the God of sleep (who brings changes in shape through dreams)
· Utopianism 
· Red pill or blue pill?
