
Name: _______________

The Pedestrian - Study Guide

1. Tone - 

2. Mood -

3. What is the setting of the story?

4. Protagonist - 

5. Make a list of potential symbolic objects and determine their symbolic value in the story.

8.  What were all the people doing inside their houses as Leonard was walking?  How did Leonard feel about this activity?

9.  Why did Leonard pick up a lone leaf and examine it?  

10.  Why do you think Leonard hasn’t seen anyone else walking on the streets in 10 years?

11.  What do you imagine the “metallic voice” of the police car to sound like?

12.  Why was “only one police car left” in the entire city?

13.  What was Leonard’s “profession”?  Why do you think the police car called it “no profession”?

14.  Analyze the following passage: “Magazines and books didn’t sell anymore. Everything went on in the tomb-like houses at night now, he thought, continuing his fancy.  The tombs, ill-lit by television light, where the people sat like the dead, the grey or multicolored lights touching their faces, but never really touching them.”

15.  Why was it important that Leonard was not married?

16.  What do you think the “Psychiatric Center for Research on Regressive Tendencies” does at its facility?

17.  What is different about Leonard’s house in comparison to others?

18.   Why would this story by considered dystopian fiction?

19.   What is the author’s message?

